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	To:    In-House Counsel Practice Group Members 

From: Teresa Williams, Chair
         Susan Feigin Harris, Vice Chair
         Richard Korman, Vice Chair
         Jonathan Oviatt, Vice Chair
         Davis Turner, Vice Chair
         Charles Whipple, Vice Chair

Date: July 8, 2009

CMS Issues Proposed Changes to Physician Supervision Requirements
By Richard Korman*

CMS is proposing to change the physician supervision requirements applicable to hospital outpatient services described in the 2009 Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS) final rule. In the 2010 OPPS proposed rulemaking released on July 1, CMS indicates that the physician supervision requirements requiring "direct supervision" will be met so long as a physician is physically present on the hospital campus and immediately available to offer assistance during the service. Additionally, CMS proposes to allow non-physician practitioners to satisfy the supervision requirements required when consistent with their state-defined scope of practice and other applicable requirements. 

These requirements will take effect January 1, 2010, if the rule is finalized.

*We wish to thank Richard Korman, Esquire (Saint Joseph Regional Medical Center, Mishawaka, IN) for providing this email alert.



